26                     "THE LAND OF CHAHITY."

Leaving out of view for the present the native Christians and
the Mohammedans, to both of whom reference is made else-
where, it is needful to give some account of the great body of
the Hindu population, as separated into distinct cades or
classes.    The term " caste," be it remembered, is not always
synonymous with employment, profession, or trade ; nor does
"c high caste " imply the possession of wealth, nor " low caste "
always indicate extreme poverty.   Caste in India is but one of
the innumerable manifestations of the pride, partiality, and sel-
fishness everywhere natural to the unsanctified human character.
Some writers upon India have regarded caste as a mere
social institution, corresponding in a measure with the division
of labour amongst ourselves.    They suggest fanciful theories
respecting its supposed origin in the commencement of the
framework of society;  that it arose from the necessity of
allotting to certain classes particular manufactures and em-
ployments, in order to increase and perpetuate from generation
to generation the professional skill of artisans and labourers.
Others, again, speak of this institution as being merely civil or
political, not religious in its character, but rather correspond-
ing to distinctions of rank and position amongst ourselves.
But amongst the Hindus, caste is placed upon distinctly re-
ligious grounds, and is inseparably connected with the doc-
trines and traditions of Hinduism.    Its origin is said to be
divine.    Its rules and sanctions are divine.   It is supposed
to exhibit the relative position in regard to holiness and
purity, and the measure of salvation already attained by each
individual.    He who is now a " high caste " man must have
performed meritorious acts in a former birth, on account of
which he was again born into this higher position;   and
the degraded " low caste " man is now suffering the punish-
ment of some former *hiisdeeds.    Thus the system of caste
must stand or fall with Hinduism itself, and must be wholly
and for ever rejected as heathenish and wicked by all